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Headquarters:

13000 SHAKER BOULEVARD

CLEVELAND, OH  44120

216.491.9300

Regional Office:

1170 THIRD STREET SOUTH

SUITE C201

NAPLES, FL  34102

239.403.0202

www.rlba.com

Building a Better Future by Design!

A 48-year history of performing public sector, retail and 

commercial design services in the 48 contiguous states, 

Hawaii, District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Canada,

Great Britain, Australia and China.

A R C H I T E C T U R E .  E N G I N E E R I N G . C O N S T R U C T I O N  S E R V I C E S

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

BOWEN_AD_DEC.indd   1 11/29/2007   9:22:02 AM



 www.propertiesmag.com   G-3 

“[That experience] reaffirmed for 
me that good, hard work can lead 
to success,” says David, a third gen-
eration bricklayer who has grown 
his evolving company for the past 
three decades. 

These days, David runs a family 
of five business enterprises under 
the informal name of Giambrone 
Companies with his wife of 23 

years, Patricia (Pat). This includes 
Giambrone Masonry, Inc., the 
masonry and stone installation 
company that David incorporated 
as a union contractor in 1977, and 
Giambrone Construction, Inc., a full 
service general contracting company 
led by Pat. Almost exclusively target-
ing public work, Giambrone Masonry 
and/or Giambrone Construction 

Giambrone Companies’ founding family 
believes anything is possible with hard 
work, determination

By Linda Bloom & Mark Watt  |  Photos courtesy of Giambrone Companies

Building 
on the 

American 
Dream

W hen David Giambrone was 17 years old, he had left home 
and was working as a garbage collector in Broadview 

Heights. Just three years later, he had gone into business 
himself as a masonry contractor and built three apartments 
in that same Cleveland suburb – on a street where he once 
emptied trash cans. 

DREAM TEAM The staff of Giambrone Companies includes (from left) Arvid Goracke, April Dolovacky-Mazer, Mike Thane, David 
Giambrone, Dennis Opsitnik, Patricia Giambrone and Paul Rozewski.
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9 Merriman Road
Akron, Ohio 44303
Phone: 330-376-6711
Fax: 330-376-7407

Damar general
contractors, llc.

Specializing in all your 
carpentry needs

	 	 • Interior

	 	 • Exterior

General Site Constructing

Project Management, 
Estimating, Budgeting

Heavy Highway 
Construction

Underground Utility 
Construction

Sub-Division 
Development

Waste Water 
Treatment Expansion & 

Development

Landscape Supplies

Specialty Works

Congratulations to
Giambrone Companies

10000 Aurora-Hudson Rd., Suite B, Hudson, OH 44236

330.656.1880
www.movetheearth.com

OCP Contractors 
is proud to be 

a subcontractor 
of Giambrone 
Construction.

p: 440-951-9727 • f: 440-951-4452

•
 

D
r
y

w
a

ll
 

•
 

M
e

ta
l 

S
tu

d
 

F
ra

m
in

g
 

•
 

In
s

u
la

ti
o

n
 

•

• 
D

o
o

rs
, 

F
ra

m
e

s
 
&

 
H

a
rd

w
a

re
 
• 

S
p

e
c

ia
ltie

s
 
C

e
ilin

g
s
 
•

Rough & Finish Carpentry • Casework & Trims

Spray-on Fireproofing • Acoustical Ceilings 
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have successfully completed projects 
in Northeast Ohio ranging from sports 
facilities like Jacobs Field, Cleveland 
State Convocation Center 
(now the Wolstein Center) and 
Cleveland Browns Stadium, to 
countless public school buildings 
such as Shaw High School and 
Orrville Middle School.

Also encompassed within the 
Giambrone Companies umbrella 
are three related companies, 
established in 2006. Giambrone 
Distributors, LLC is an area distributor 
for green building products, such as 
countertops and terrazzo flooring made 
from recycled glass. Universal Scaffold 
& Equipment, Inc. provides rentals for 

all types of construction equipment, 
from scaffolding to  forklifts. Lastly, 
Natural Stone Products of Ohio, LLC 

is a full-service fabricator of granite 
and marble products.

All five companies are based out of 
a custom-built, brick and stone facility 
situated just off of Route 14 in Hudson. 

Although there are a total of 55,000 
square feet of buildings on the property, 
including a four-bay mechanic garage and 

a multi-bay warehouse, the center-
piece is an 18,500-square-foot office 
building along Aurora Hudson Road 
where Dave and Pat work alongside 
six in-house employees. The first 
floor of the office building houses 
tenant offices and a fitness facil-
ity, while Giambrone Companies 
occupies the second floor, which 
includes offices, a foremen’s confer-

ence room, main conference room, copy 
room, plan room and a full kitchen, 
along with three patios. 

There is plenty of activity that 
takes place within the facility, but you 

From ConCept to Completion

We’ve Got You Covered

216-901-5710   www.spectracf.com

Spectra Contract Flooring is the contract 
interior industry’s most comprehensive 
commercial floor covering resource. 

SPECTRA blends the financial strength 
of Berkshire Hathaway with the 
innovative products of the industry’s 
dominant manufacturers, & adds 
experienced commercial flooring 
professionals. This combination 
provides unparalleled resources & an 
exceptional degree of financial stability 
– your assurance that we’ll stand behind 
your project for years to come.

WINNING WORK Giambrone Companies’ project portfolio includes work for top Cleveland sports facilities, such as the Bert L. & Iris Wolstein 
Center (left) and Progressive Field (right).

“While a lot of other people my age were 
going to school, I was making money 
and learning lessons about honor and 
respect in the real world.”

DavID GIambrone
GIambrone CompanIes
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wouldn’t know it from the outside: there 
is no sign advertising the building as 
home to Giambrone Companies.

“I’ve never had a sign on a build-
ing,” David says. “Our competitors know 
where we are. Clients know how to find 
us. I’m very low profile. That’s how I am. 
I’m not looking for anything else but 
having a nice career and going home to 
my family.”

Character building
Despite his desire to stay out of the 

spotlight, David is proud of where he 
comes from and what he has been able to 

achieve in the past 33 years. “I’ve lived 
the American Dream,” David says. A 
second generation American (his family 
came from Sicily), he was raised in a 
lower middle class household. He didn’t 
do well in school, he says. But he did 
develop a strong work ethic that, when 
paired with a strong sense of indepen-
dence, led him to pursue a career in the 
construction industry on his own terms. 

“I hung around with some tough char-
acters when I was younger,” David says, 
noting that he started riding motor-
cycles as a teen, a hobby he continues to 
this day. “While a lot of other people my 

age were going to school, I was making 
money and learning lessons about honor 
and respect in the real world.”

David was 20 when he started 
Giambrone Masonry in 1977 and 
worked hard to grow his business, even-
tually bringing in his first employee to 
help with paperwork in 1982: his wife-
to-be Pat, who met David when she 
leased him a car while working at an 
area car dealership. Pat’s role expanded 
into a position as controller and office 
manager, as she became more and more 
involved with estimating and supervi-
sory functions over the years. 

www.designeraccentsinc.com • 23632 Mercantile Rd. Unit L, Beachwood, OH 44122 • 216/360-9255 • Toll Free 800/668-9255

√  WindoW treatments

√ motorized/manual shades

√  Projection screens

√ closet shelVinG

√ custom storaGe systems

√  Bath accessories

√  cuBical curtains & tracks

√ medicine caBinets

Standards of excellence matter to our customers. That’s why for nearly two decades, building owners and managers, general contractors, developers, architects 
and health care facility managers have looked to Designer Accents for quality interior products, professional service, and timely, well-executed delivery. Single-
source accountability. Product selection and service like no other. Competitive pricing. Offered by people who know your business inside and out.

Trust the people who really know your business

Discover how the Designer Accents Advantage can help you enhance your property’s marketability & boost profitability – CALL US TODAY.

READY FOR THE ROAD David Giambrone’s motorcycling interests are reflected in a lobby space (left) at the companies’ headquarters in 
Hudson, which includes (right) a four-bay mechanic garage, a multi-bay warehouse and an 18,500-square-foot office building.
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USA Roofing, inc., installer of shingle and all 
forms of steep and flat roofing, introduces GREEN 
ROOFING! Save energy with:

        • White Roof Coatings

        • White EPDM, TPO & PVC Roof Membranes

        • Roof Gardens

        • Solar Roof Installations

330-425-2478
2305 East Aurora Road, Unit A-9

Twinsburg, oH 44087-1940

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
GIAMBRONE COMPANIES ON MORE 
THAN 30 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE 

IN NORTHEAST OHIO

EstablishEd in 1900
Restaurant & Equipment  Supplies

W.C. ZabEl COMPanY
330-744-4375

fx  330-744-0108
645 MaRkEt StREEt

YoungStown, ohio 44502

Proud to be part 
of the team with 

Giambrone 
Companies

Congratulations to 
Giambrone Companies on 
your continued success.
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The late 1990s brought big changes 
to Northeast Ohio construction and 
Giambrone Masonry as well, David says, 
noting that the formation of the Ohio 
School Facilities Commission had a pro-
found effect as millions of dollars began 
pouring into the construction of schools 
around the state. 

In 1999, to take advantage of new 
building opportunities becoming avail-
able throughout the region, Pat started 
her own general contracting company: 
Giambrone Construction.

As a female business enterprise owner 
in a male-dominated industry, Pat is best 
described as driven, especially when it 
comes to her career. 

“Dave said, ‘Get all your certification 
and let’s go,’” Pat says. “I was tired of 
working for everyone else and wanted to 
work for myself. We have four daughters 
and one son, so I needed somewhere 
for my daughters to go when they grow 
up.” 

David adds, “We thought it would 
be easier for a daughter to follow 
in her mother’s footsteps than for 
a daughter to follow in her father’s 
footsteps.” 

GIAMBRONE
COMPANIES

Kevin Young, 216.696.4691, Kevin.Young@tucKerellis.com

1150 Huntington Building, 925 euclid Avenue

clevelAnd, oH 44115-1475
PHone 216.592.5000 FAcsimile 216.592.5009

www.tuckerellis.com

congrAtulAtions to our client

giAmBrone construction, inc.
on Being recognized As A leAder in tHe commerciAl And

industriAl Building communitY.
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A certified Female Business 
Enterprise/Disadvantaged 
Business whose reach extends 
throughout Ohio and Western 
Pennsylvania, Giambrone 
Construction continues to 
find success to this day with 
Pat managing the administra-
tion building staff and David 
supervising all field staff.

As for office and field 
personnel, Giambrone 
Construction is very careful 
in putting together individuals 
with a long line of construc-
tion experience behind them. 
The company’s management 
team includes personnel with 
over 15 years of commercial 
construction experience. 
This qualified team heads up 
departments in administra-
tion, project management, 
estimating and scheduling. 
The onsite supervision team 
is a skilled and educated group 
with over 30 years of experience in the 
construction industry. 

Jobsite safety is paramount at 
Giambrone Construction. From the 
beginning, the company has imple-

mented, maintained and enforced its 
corporate safety program with detailed 
steps for quality control of site-specific 
safety policies and procedures on each 
project. Field superintendents conduct 
daily job-site safety inspections, conduct 

weekly safety meetings and maintain all 
subcontractor safety programs.

Projects, past and present
When David looks back at the com-

panies’ project portfolio over the years, 

P.O. Box 426, Rootstown, Ohio 44272 

portageroofing.com

Fax 330-296-7865 

MORe than 18 yeaRs OF excellence in Residential, cOMMeRcial and industRial ROOFing

LEARNING CURVE Giambrone 
Companies has completed 
numerous projects for the 
Cleveland Municipal School 
District, including Garfield 
K-8 School (right), shown 
under construction and as an 
architectural rendering.
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several projects stand out as particularly 
noteworthy. The $3 million East High 
School gym was one of those projects, 
as it was the 2000 collapse of this roof 
that led to the passage of a bond issue 
in 2001 to rebuild Cleveland’s dete-
riorating schools. The “Warm, Safe 
and Dry” project is an ongoing, $11 
million process to repair Cleveland 
Municipal School District buildings 
with the greatest immediate need. The 
$1.8 million Success Tech Academy 
renovation, in downtown Cleveland, 
included state-of-the-art computer labs, 
while also making provisions to con-
tinue its focus on arts education.

At the new Shaw High School in 
East Cleveland, Giambrone provided 
the shell and interior packages, for 
$15.4 million; it’s the company’s biggest 

project to date. General trades work for 
Massillon Middle School in Massillon 
was a $3.6 million project. A $4 mil-
lion project at Garfield Heights High 
School provided the community with 
new academic, health and physical 
education centers with Giambrone per-
forming metal stud, drywall, masonry, 
caulking, fireproofing, acoustical ceil-
ing and site work.

Currently, Giambrone is working 
on three school projects in the area 
– Garfield Elementary School, Wilson 
Elementary School and Ravenna 
High School – as well as two smaller 
masonry projects. 

“For me, it’s never been about how 
many jobs we have going on at any 
given time,” David says. “It’s about the 
quality of the work. We are not above 
doing a $1,000 project and we’re not 
afraid to do a $25 million job.”

Maintenance is Preservation

Frost
Building
Maintenance Inc.

Solving Leak and Masonry Deterioration 
Issues Since 1994

Complete Exterior Repair & Restoration
17727 South Miles Road
Cleveland, Ohio 44128

216-587-4249

“For me, it’s never been about 
how many jobs we have going 
on at any given time. It’s about 
the quality of the work. We 
are not above doing a $1,000 
project and we’re not afraid to 
do a $25 million job.”

DavID GIambrone
GIambrone CompanIes
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3659 Green Road, Suite 124, Beachwood, Ohio  44122
(216) 378-1550 • (216) 378-1988 fax • www.dtgroup.net

We are proud to be part 
of the Giambrone team.

D’AmoreTatmanThe

Group LLC
Certified public accounting, tax and strategic 
business consulting for growing companies

H Heritage Steel

ServiceS, inc.
2853 Westway Drive • Brunswick, Ohio 44212

Office 330-220-4000 • Fax 330-220-4022

We are proud to be part of the 
Giambrone Companies team

Jerry Vitanza: President
Domenic Vitanza: Vice President

PRIZED PROJECT PORTFOLIO Giambrone 
Companies has completed a range of 
Northeast Ohio projects over the past three 
decades, including (from top) Strongsville 
Fire Station, Massillon School, Shaw High 
School, Warner K-8, Beachwood Fire Station 
and Browns Stadium.

ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Electrical Service Upgrades

Equipment Wiring
Troubleshooting

Interior Build-Outs
Explosion Proof Installations

Site Lighting
Standy-By/Emergency Generators

Electric Heating Equipment

GUARANTEED ENERGY SAVINGS
Lighting Design & Retrofits

Power Factor Correction

PREDICTIVE MAINTENANCE
Infrared Imaging 

Power Quality Audits & Correction
Harmonic Mitigation

Transient Voltage Surge Suppression
+ more

ON TIME PERFORMANCE GUARANTEED

OH LIC #21927

13039 CLARIDON-TROY ROAD
P.O. BOX 93 | BURTON, OHIO 44021

440.635.9041
www.jltaylorcompany.com
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CONSTRUCTION
• COMMERCIAL
• INTERIOR-EXTERIOR
• FINISH SYSTEMS
• HOME BUILDERS

Terry Lavorini
Box 339, 67682 Clark Rd.
St. Clairsville, Ohio 43950

Phone 740/695-9604
Fax 740/695-5156

Congratulations to 
Giambrone Companies 
on more than 30 years 

of fine work

BRITTON - GALLAGHER
& ASSOCIATES, INC.

One of Ohio's leading construction insurance & surety specialists

Bonding • Property and Casualty 
Professional Liability • Employee Benefits

440.248.4711 • toll free 800.607.4711 • www.britton-gallagher.com

We are honored 
to be a part of the 
Giambrone team.

CLEVELAND OFFICE
6240 SOM Center Rd. 
Cleveland, OH 44139

COLUMBUS OFFICE
501 W. Schrock Rd., Suite 330
Westerville, OH 43081

CCURATE

ONCRETE

YSTEMS, INC.

3715 2  S U G A R  R I D G E  R D.
NORTH RIDGEVILLE, OHIO 44039

4 4 0 / 3 2 7 - 7 1 1 0
CALL DENNIS RADLOFF AT 216/973-8641

Congratulations to 
Giambrone Companies on 

your continuing success.

Congratulations to 
Giambrone Companies on 
your continuing success

330-757-3161
6545 Clingan RD., PolanD, oh 44514

A.C. Tile & 
MArble, inC.

CeramiC Tile • Quarry Tile 

marble • PorCelain Tile

GraniTe • SlaTe
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When asked what makes Giambrone 
Companies unique, David notes that 
his background and upbringing give him 
a unique perspective on the building 
process; he has been a subcontractor 
his whole life and understands what is 
important to them. 

“The way we treat our subcontractors 
really separates us from our competition, 
as far as I’m concerned,” he says. “We 
have a subcontracting mentality. I’ve 
been subcontracting my entire life. I 
know what is important to them. What 
is important is having work available 
when the contractor says it will be avail-

able. So we work real hard at making 
sure that when we ask someone to be on 
site, there is actually work for them to 
do and that it can be continuous, and we 
pay our bills quickly.”

Adding to that are lessons David 
learned years ago when he first made 
his way into business, adopting ways 
of living that he thinks subcontractors 
can respect.

“The things I learned back then, like 
the value of honor and the importance 
of sticking to your word – those things 
have been building blocks to my suc-
cess,” he says. “I’m fair, but I’m not 

giving anybody anything for free. If you 
earn it, you’re going to get it. I’m going 
to live up to my end of the deal and, for 
damn sure, you better live up to yours. 
That’s another part of my upbringing; 
hanging out with some tough people, 
you better be honorable – or else.”

Working toward the future
These days the Giambrone’s maintain 

normal business hours, Monday through 
Friday. “You’ve got to have balance,” 
David says. His interests include spend-
ing time with his family and playing golf. 
Pat concentrates on her children. They 

INSIDE & OUT A $4 million project at Garfield Heights High School provided the community with new academic, health and physical 
education centers with Giambrone performing metal stud, drywall, masonry, caulking, fireproofing, acoustical ceiling and site work.

Custom Reprints Make a Great Impression
Did you know you can now order custom reprints of articles originally published in Properties? Imagine the impact of a 

customized publication – a profile on your company or a project with which you were involved – that can be distributed 

to your existing and future clients. Use reprints as a proven, effective marketing tool to build your business.  

Call 216.251.6649 today for a free quote!
Powerful • Personal • Timeless • Remarkably Affordable
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have four daughters, ages 14, 16, 18 and 
27, and a son, age 25.

As David and Pat look to the future, 
they are open to the idea of passing the 
company on to worthy successors in 
coming years.

“We’ve talked about selling the com-
pany to the employees, keeping the 
company name going,” Pat says.  “Even 
with the kids working here, I’m not 
going to just hand it off to the kids. They 
have to work for it.” 

“None of my children will auto-
matically inherit the company, only if 
they’re worthy,” David says. “There are 
other people here I have worked with 
to get them to buy into the culture 
and to continue to grow and build 
a career for themselves. I work with 
them everyday in the hope that they 
get it. An important part of business is 
to earn a right to business, not inherit a 
right to business.”

So someday, David and Pat Giambrone 
will pass on the reins, but for now they 
simply look to continue building.

“I have gotten up every morning for 
the purpose of putting up buildings, not 
for the purpose of making a lot of money, 
although I’ve done okay,” David says. 
“That’s what I will continue to do.”

Congratulations to Giambrone Companies on your 

continued success. We are proud to be part of your team 

and we look forward to working with you in the future.

Sheet Metal & Door Company

41530 Schaden Rd. elyRia, OhiO 44035  440-324-2000  Fax 440-324-7644

CommerCial & industrial expertise sinCe 1928

www.traditionalhardwoodfloors.com

REAL WOODSYNTHETIC

SYNTHETIC

Traditional Hardwood Floors, LLC
Wood flooring • Multi-purpose synthetic flooring systems • Floor re-surfacing and maintenance coating

We are proud

to be part of

the Giambrone

Companies team

For more info, call 614-308-0888 or visit traditionalhardwoodfloors.com

Bringing Solutions To Your Concrete Problems

1100 Evans Ave.
Akron, Ohio 44305
Fax: 330-633-5150
www.ohioconcrete.com

TOM WHITE
330-633-5104

CELL: 330-352-7618

Bringing Solutions To Your Concrete Problems

TOM WHITE
330-633-5104

CELL: 330-352-7618

DIVERSIFIED GROWTH What started 31 
years ago as a one-man masonry contracting 
business has grown under the leadership of 
David and Patricia Giambrone into a family 
of five companies. One of those companies, 
Giambrone Distributors, LLC, is an area 
distributor for green building products, with 
a showroom (above) located at Giambrone’s 
Hudson headquarters.

   P



5500 Old Brecksville Road
Independence, Ohio 44131

Commercial • Industrial

Phone: (216) 642-6040
Fax: (216) 642-6041

Complete Abatement & Environmental

Emergency Response Services Available

Website: www.precision-env.com

Dedicated to quality and performance...

• Asbestos and Lead Abatement
• Environmental/Site Remediation
• Selective Demolition
• Indoor Air Quality
• Concrete Sawing and Drilling
• Floor Covering Removal
• Microbial Remediation

Committed to Excellence...



Companies
Giambrone Construction, Inc.

Full Service General Contracting Company

Giambrone Masonry, Inc.
Masonry & Stone Company

Proudly Using Union Craftsmen Since 1977

Giambrone Distributors, LLC
Area Distributor for Eco Friendly Products

Universal Scaffold & Equipment, Inc.
Rentals for All Types of Equipment

Natural Stone Products of Ohio, LLC
Full Service Fabricator of Granite & Marble

Cleveland (216) 475-1200
Akron (330) 650-1400
Fax (330) 342-0000

www.giambrone.com • 10000 Aurora-Hudson Rd., Hudson, Ohio 44236

Giambrone Construction is a certified Female Business Enterprise/Disadvantaged Business Enterprise with the State of Ohio, Cleveland Municipal School district, RTA, and Cuyahoga 
Metropolitan Housing Authority and a participant in Ohio’s Edge Program, Encouraging Diversity, Growth and Equity. It is also Signatory with the Carpenters Union in Northeast Ohio.


